A simple, inexpensive bath was designed in our laboratory which fulfills the above-mentioned requirements. A perforated, stainless steel "table"
top, consisting of a 14 x 8 in. stainless steel sheet was cut and supported at each corner by a 4 1/2 in.-long screw "leg". Eighteen 5/8 in. holes, punched through the sheet, allow easy insertion and withdrawal of 25-ml and 50-ml volumetric flasks. The flasks are secured within the holes by retainer rings just below their ground glass joint. Cut from hard nylon (or teflon) 3/32 in.
sheeting, the o.d. of. the ring equals 1 in. and the i.d. equals 7/16 in. A 1/2 in. section is cut out of the ring, permitting it to be slipped around, or removed from, the neck of a volumetric flask.
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A thermometer is inserted vertically through one of the holes to the level o~ the bottom of the flasks. Either the entire table, or the flasks and '' ;thermometer alone, are suspended in the bath recommended in a given procedure .
. ; :;
The bath container may be of any appropriate size and material available. We used a 20 x 15 x 2. 5 in. Pyrex pan filled with water, placed on top of a thermostatically-controlled heating unit, to maintain a sample temperature of 85° C for several hours. A constant bath level can be held against evaporation by use of a "chicken ~eeder".
The·size of the table, the length of the supporting screw legs, the number and diameter of the holes, are optional to suit individual needs. ' ~ ~ .,.._"":""'""' ~.1
